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Presentation Outline

Definitions of  NRENs;
Role of NRENs;

NRENs in the context of Malawi;

Relationships between NRENs and 
Government;

Relationships between NRENs and Service 
Providers;

Concluding remarks.
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What are  NRENs?

Organizations
Human 

Networks

Physical 
Networks

KENET,TENET

Association of 
African 
Universities

Internet2, 
UKERNA, 
CANARIE

JANET, 
CAnet4

NRENs plan, build 
and operate 

advanced networks 
for research and 

education.
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Why are NRENs Created ?

NRENs

A
cc

es
s 

to
 c

he
ap

ba
nd

w
id

th Fostering 
collaboration

Advanced
research

Sharing of 
equipment & 
applications
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Functions of NRENs

Provide dedicated 
physical network

Provide Internet 
Access

Provide network services 
and applications

Support teaching and 
learning

Promote interests of 
its members

NRENs
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NREN in Malawi

Cheap and high 
speed connectivity

Stimulate ICT usage 
& exploitation

Extend access to HE 
(D and E-learning)

More collaborative 
research

Human resource 
capacity building

MAREN
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MAREN & National Aspirations

Cheap and high 
speed connectivity

Stimulate ICT usage 
& exploitation

Extend access to HE 
(D and E-learning)

More collaborative 
research

Human resource 
capacity building

MAREN

ICT 
Policies

Edu
Policies

NREN is a tool for 
implementing 

national development 
strategies
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Relationship between NRENs and 
National Government

NREN GOVT

Department in 
GOM Ministry

Subvented
organization

Facilitates legal, 
institutional and 

regulatory framework

Governments play a 
critical role for the 
success of NRENs
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Relationship between NRENs and 
Service Providers

NREN Service 
providers

Client-supplier

Test-bed for new 
applications and 

services

Last mile connectivity

Capacity building

Access to funding

NRENs & SPs are 
partners in ICT 
development
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Concluding remarks

NRENs plan, build and operate advanced 
networks for research and education;
NRENs are for interconnectivity, sharing, 
research platform and collaboration;
NREN is an asset for government as  a tool 
for development;
NRENs and SPs are partners in ICT 
development;
NRENs are for research and education 
institutions.
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Thanks for your attention

Email:hgombachika@poly.ac.mw

Phone +265 (0) 8 340 922
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